In short, it is my persuasion, that the three doctrines of materialism, of that which is commonly called Socinianism, and of philosophical necessity, are equally parts of one system, being equally founded on just observations of nature, and fair deductions from the scriptures. 9 Thus, Priestley aims at establishing a philosophical "system" that entails three interrelated aspects -materialism, Socinianism, and determinism -and has two equal but quite different sources: observation of nature and the Holy Scriptures. Materialism, to name one example of their interrelation, also serves as a foundation of Socinianism: denying the doctrine of trinity and the pre-existence of Jesus Christ belongs to the core of Socinian teachings, and, along these lines, Priestley argues that materialism "is conclusive against the doctrine of a soul, and consequently against the whole system of pre-existence," 10 i.e. the pre-existence of Christ. If Jesus Christ is a human being, and human beings do not have a soul distinct from the body, it is difficult to see in which way he would have pre-existed.
Priestley's more narrowly philosophical writings can be grouped into four sets.
(1) Hartley's Theory of the Human Mind (in particular the "Introductory Essays" Priestley added) and the Disquisitions relating to Matter and Spirit are the chief works for his materialism, including his views on the brain, on association psychology, and on the theory of matter. (2 The papers included in this special issue cover the three aspects of Priestley's philosophical "system", i.e. Socinianism, materialism, and determinism, as well as his discussion of competing philosophical views and the reception of his philosophy. Sascha Salatowsky, in "Unitarian Materialism. Christoph Stegmann, Joseph Priestley, and their Concepts of Matter and Soul," examines the affinities between Priestley's materialism and that of the Socinian Christoph Stegmann (in relation to whom Leibniz spoke of a specifically Socinian kind of philosophy). Charles T. Wolfe, in "From the logic of ideas to active-matter materialism: Priestley's Lockean problem and early neurophilosophy," deals with the empiricist basis of Priestley's materialism and its complex relation to Locke's epistemology, including in the way it integrates a "cerebral" dimension, which Locke sought to avoid. Falk Wunderlich, in "Priestley on materialism and the essence of God," addresses the different views Priestley addresses concerning whether we are altogether ignorant of the essence of God or whether God might be material in spite of our ignorance of real essences. Alan Tapper, in "Joseph Priestley and the Argument from Design," deals with Priestley's defense of the argument from design against David Hume, Matthew Turner, and Erasmus Darwin. Sebastiano Gino, in "Scottish Common Sense, Association of Ideas and Free Will," addresses the version of determinism Priestley proposed and defended against Thomas Reid's libertarianism. Pascal Taranto, in "Joseph Priestley as an Heir of Newton," examines Priestley's accommodation of Isaac Newton's methodological "rules of philosophizing." The papers by Paola Rumore ("Priestley in Germany") and Udo Thiel ("Priestley and Kant on Materialism") are both devoted to the reception of Priestley's materialism in contemporary German philosophy, affirmatively by German materialists (Rumore) and critically by Kant (Thiel), which proves to be highly influential but has not been studied so far.
We hope that this special issue on Priestley's materialism (in and out of context) contributes to stimulate discussion of Priestley, a major figure in different disciplines who might deserve more philosophical consideration, as well as of issues raised by Priestley and in his wake, such as the relation between materialism and Christianity, the materialist appropriation of empiricism, and, of course, broader, transversal themes like Socinianism, compatibilism, and Newtonianism. We are also grateful to Stephen Gaukroger for his interest in this project, and to the staff of Intellectual History Review and Taylor & Francis, particularly Julie Weston, for their timely and efficient support.
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